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“Every child deserves a  
champion, an adult who will never give 
up on them, who understands the power 
of connection, and insists that they 
become the best that they can possibly 
be.” 

– Rita Pierson 
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Champions of Excellence 
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● We hear about evidence-based 

practice all the time. We 

believe there are great things 

happening across the state that 

we can learn from. This 

wisdom exists and it is our 

hope to find it, celebrate it, and 

bring that practice-based 

evidence to scale.  
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● Emergent  Co-designed with input from educators 

across the state and always in draft form 

● Ambitious  Speak to an idealized, holistic vision of 

each program that may be impossible for one 

school to fully embody 

● Flexible  Respect the unique contexts of 

Oklahoma’s schools whether that be in size, 

geography or demography   

Programs of Excellence Rubrics 
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In 2018-2019, the OSDE focus has been on the following 

areas: 

a. Fine Arts 

b. Advanced Mathematics 

c. Elementary Science 

d. Social Studies and Civics 

e. World Languages 

f. Safe and Healthy Schools 

Focal Areas 
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Title IV, Part A 
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● Focus Competitive 

Grants in 2018-2019 to 

Advance Rubric 

Development Efforts 

 

Focus & Network 

Direct 
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● Leverage Strategic 

Thinking within 

Networks to Guide 

Research and 

Development and Inform 

Other Districts in the 

Long Term 

Focus & Network 

Direct 

Network 
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● Innovative Practices are Shared as 

Toolkits 

Spread & Scale 



Oklahoma State Department of Education  |  11 

http://sde.ok.gov/sde/elevate   
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● These toolkits and Rubric 

Indicators will be used by all 

Districts as they Pursue Programs of 

Excellence. 

Spread & Scale 
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● OSDE Incorporates Evidence-Based 

Practices within New Contexts to 

Bring Excellence to Scale 

 

Spread & Scale 
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The OSDE will engage schools to refine rubrics, seek 

out promising practices, and support champions by 

identifying and celebrating excellent programs.  

Rubrics will shape the collaborative efforts that 

leverage federal, state, and local funds to improve all 

Oklahoma schools. 

In School Year 2018-2019 and Beyond 
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